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(57) Abstract: In order to control the color tone of 
a printed sheet, measurement data on various error 
factors is collected stably, and the supplied amount 
of ink in a printing machine is controlled accord- 
ing to the collected data with high accuracy. Plate- 
making data created in the upstream section is used 
as target data on a printed sheet, the tone value in- 
cluded in the plate-making data for each ink key 
width of the printing machine in the printing paper 
transfer direction is calculated, the plate-making 
data and the tone value in the printing paper trans- 
fer direction for the ink key width of the actually 
printed sheet corresponding to the ink key position 
where the calculated tone value is a predetermined 
threshold value or more are integrated and aver- 
aged. From the tone value obtained by the integra- 
tion and averaging and the spectral reflectance, the 
controlled variables such as the ink key opening 
and the rotational speed of the ink fountain roller 
of the printing machine are calculated to control 
the color tone. 
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